ITegiAnymn - Summary

AAefomovAog BOeoxaons: «H mpoowmikr) HOvopaxix OTO
BuCavtivo koopo (1106 - 1506 ai)».

H magovoa peAétn elxe wg KVELO 0TOXO TNG T HEAETI) TOL PALVOUEVOL
TG Hovopaxiag, OmMws avtd MaQOLOLALETAl MEWTIOTWS Héoa Ao Ta
voamtd kelpeva PulavTivay Kat EEVWV OLYYRAPEWY KAL OEVTEQEVOVTWS
HEoa amo 11 HEAETN TEQLYQAPWV  HVNUElwV  TEXVNG, Ta  omola
AVATAQLOTOUV 1), 0TV  MePIMTwWOoT TOoL  €XOUV  KATAOTQAPEL,
avanaglotovoav oknvEég povopaxiag. Eywve andmepa katnyoglomoinong
TWV  TEQIMTWOEWY TOL  €lXaV KO XAQAKTNELOTIKA, KaOwg kal
AVIXVELONG TWV KIVITOWYV TWV OLYYQAPEWY KAL TOL TEOTIOV UE TOV OTIOlOV
ntagovoialav TG Hovopa Leg.

210 MEWTo amd ta dVO HéQN, XonoHomomOnKay mnyEég and TV emMoxN
TWV AVTOKEATOPWV TG duvvaoteing twv Kopvnvawv (1081-1185), 1diws ot
TE00EQELS KUQLOL LOTOQLKOL NG Tteprodov, o Nikngogoc Bovévviog, 1 Avva
Kopvnvr, o Iwavvng Kivvapog kat o Nwrtag Xwvidtng. EgevvnoOnkav,
eTOTNG, HAQTUQLEG TIQOEQXOMEVES ATIO UT] LOTOQLOYQAPUKES TUYES, OTIWS
ONTOQKA €QYa, TMOMHUATO TLEQLYQAPES aTtO €Qya TEXVNG KAL XYLOAOYIK&
kelpeva. Xan ovvéxex avaAvOnkav megotatika povopaxiag amo tnv
ETIOXN] TWV AVTOKQATOQWV NG duvaoteiag twv AyyéAwv (1185-1204). Lo
onuelo auTtd 1) HEAETN OTEAPNKE YIX TIQWTN POQA OTNV £QELVA DVTIKWV
TU)YWV, OL OTIOleg OXETICOVTAV HE OTRATIWTIKA YEYOVOTA TIOU APOQOVTAY
10 Bulavtio. Mepkéc amo tig avtéc tig myéc Nrav o Robert de Clari, 1
ouvvéxelx Tov Xeovikov Tov T'ovAtéApov tng Togov, to Itinerarium
Peregrinorum et Gesta Regis Ricardi wow 1 Estoire de Gurerre Sainte tov
Appoooiov.

I ovvéxewx akoAovOnoe mapdOeon TMEQLOTATIKWV HOVOUAXLAG QTIO
TIC TINYEG TNG TTEQLODOL TNG «eE0QLAG» TG avtokeatoplag (1204-1261), 6Ttov
T EVENHATA TIARADOEWS aTodelXOnNkav apkeTd meQLoodTega at’ 6o
avapévovtav apxucd. IIAnpogooleg mapgelyav Pulavtivol ovyyoageic
omwe ot T'ewpylog AxpomoAttng, Nuwngdoog TI'onyopods, Oeddwoog
Zxovtapuwtng, Egoain Atviog, Tewpylog IleAayoviag, evaw o Nwnroag
XwVIATNG MAQEUELVE ONUAVTIKN TUYT] KAL Y aUTH TNV 11EQL0dO0.

H éoevva katéAnée pe tic mANQOPOQLES Yix HOVOpAX(EG TTOL TTAQEXOVV
oL TNYéG amd v teAevtaia meplodo e Bulavtivrg avtokpatopiag (1261-
1453). Ot mtAnpo@opiec avtéc mEonAbav amo Tig TeAevtaleg CLYKQOVOELS
KAl HAxec mov €dwoe 0 Pulaviivog 0tEATog, OvTag LTIOAOYIOLHOG
avTimaAog 0to medlo TG HAXNG KAt KAAVTITOUV TV Tteplodo amo ta péoa



tov 13% péyxot kat o a' tétapto toLv 14 awwva. Extote o Pulavtivog
0TEATOC éMavoe va ep@aviCetal oe a@nynUATIKEG TNYES O& KAVOUS
aQLOHOVG 1] 08 HAXES €K MAQATAEEWS, YEYOVOC TOL €lXE WG OLVEMELX VA
UV LTTAEXOLVV TTAEOV EVKALQLES VI HOVOUa)LeC.

To devtepo pépoc NG epyaoiag kaAve dlaxpoeTikés Katnyopleg
Hovopaxilag, omwe avtég eppaviCovtav otig mnyéc. Ot katnyoples avtég
neQLAauBavouy OAa T eld1 povoupaxiag mov dev anavtovy oto medlo NG
HAaxNG. Apxukd efetdotnke 1) povouaxia wg abANTKO aywVIoHAX KAl WS
aywviopa entideténg deflotntwy, T1oo0 otnv emox1] twv Kopvnvwy, 6co kat
otV TEQLOdO TIOV AKOAOVONOE PEXOL KAl TNV KATAALOT TOL KQATOUS ATIO
tovg OBwpavovs. H onpaocia avtov tov eldovg povopaxiag akoAovOnoe
avtiotgopn mopetar pe  ekelvn g avtokpatopiag. Ooco dnAadn 1)
avtokpatopla  eEacBevovoe o0e  WOXL KAl KUQOG, avEAVOVTAV Ol
TEQLMTWOELS AOANTIKWV HOVOUAXWOV TIOL aTtavTovoav oTig T yés. Agv
TAQAAElPONKAV €MIONG OL AVAPOQEC T KOVTAQOMaXieS Kat abANTIKES
Hovouoaxleg Tov dleEdyovtav OTIC TAQUPEG TOL PulavTivol KOOUOU, O€
TLEQLOXEC OTWG 1 PoaykokpatoLpevn Kompog, n evetokpatovpevn Konn
kat to @oaykko Ioryknmato tng [TeAomtovvroov.

AxoAovOnoe 1 avAALOT) TV EEAIQETIKA OTIAVIWY, TTANV Amodederypéva
VMTAQKTAV, TEQUMTWOEWYV  JIKACTIKNG HOVOoHaxlag, 1) Hovopaxilag
Oeokoiolag ot Pulavtiviy ALTOKEATORIL KAXL O CLOXETIOUOC TOUG UE TIS
TOAVAQLOUES TEQIMTWOELS TOL emIBlwoav amo Ta KQAT TNG OLTIKYS
Evowrmne v dwx megiodo. H épevva elxe wg 0TtOXO TOV €VTOTIOUO
Tlavav 1) pr) oxéoewv G PulavTivig TIOWVIKTG VOH0O TG e VOUIKOUG
KWOLKEG TWV YeQUavikwV Baodelwv g PBooerodvtikrc Evpwnng twv
TIOWIHWV HEOALWVIKWV XOVwV. TTapatéOnkayv, emiong, 0oec MANQOQOQLeg
&ywve duVATO VA EVTOTIOTOUV OXETIKA HE HOVOUoXiec avTtoL Tov €ldoug,
amo ) vopobeoia yelrtovikwv koatwv tov Bulavtiov, 6Twe 1 LepPia tov
Yrepavov Aovoav.

Ev ovvexela avaAvOnkav povouaxiec and pulavtiva 1) dAAa kelpeva
voappéva otV  eAANVIKN, XwEIC Opwg TN ovppetoxn Pulaviivov
noAepotwv. Tétoleg Nrav ot pagruplec e Avvag Kouvnvrg, tov
AVWVVUHOL ouYYoa@éa Tov XQOoVikoU Twv Tokkwv kat tov Aadvikov
XaAkoKovOUAT).

TeAevtatec avaeépOnkav, oe EexwElOTO KEPAAAO, OL amoOPelg
pulavtivav B0eoAdywv Kat avOQmwV TNG €KKANOIAG OXETIKA HE TIS
povopoxleg. Idwitepo evdlx@épov maQoLOLALEL Kol 1| UETAPOQLKY] XOT1)OM
TOUG Ot OEOAOYIKA Kelpeva TIOOKEIUEVOL Vo TaQopolxoOel 1 TAATN Tov
eVAQETOL XOLOTIAVOU pe Tov OaPoAo. EruPePAnuévn emiong wpiOnie 1
TIAQOLOLAOT] KAl AVAALOT, OLVOTTIKA, TWV OTMAWV KAl TWV HECWV TOL
XOTNOLHOTIOLOVVTAV OTIG HoVopaxles. e éva Eexwolotd kKePaAato, TéAog,
TAEOLOLAOTNKE pix EEXWELOTY] TeQIMTWON povouaxiag armd to €Qyo evog
petaPulavtivod ovyyeagéa, Tov Oe0dwEOL LmavooUVvn, N OTIola KATEOTH



efapetikd dVokoAo va katnyopomomOel, efaltiag WOIOHOQEPLOV OV
naQovolale.

H peAétn avt) katéAnée pe tnv avake@aAaiwor Twv CUUTEQAOUATWY
Twv  eml  péQOovg  ke@aAaiwv. Idwalteong  onuaociag  vmege 1
KATIYOQLOTIOMON TV dA@QOQETIKWVY €WV Hovopaxilag kol 1 eounvela
TwV AOYWV Yl TOUG OTIOLOVG 1) HOVOHAX (X elXe OLXPOQETIKT] AVTIUETWTILOT)
Kkat eE€ALEN oto Bulavtio art’” ot ot dvtkr) Evpownn xkat ot Méon
AvatoAn.

Alexopoulos Theoharis: «Single combat in Byzantine world
(11th to 15th centuries)».

The main purpose of the present thesis was to study the phenomenon of
single combat, primarily through the writings of Byzantine and foreign
writers, and secondarily through the study of descriptions of surviving art
monuments, when they represent duel scenes. An attempt was made to
classify cases with common features, as well as to trace the authors' motives
and the different ways they presented the cases of duels.

In the first of the two parts, sources from the era of the emperors of the
Komnenian dynasty (1081-1185) were used, especially from the four main
historians of the period, namely Nikephoros Bryennios, Anna Komnene,
Ioannes Kinnamos and Niketas Choniates. Testimonies from non-
historiographical sources, such as rhetorical works, poems describing works
of art and hagiological texts, were also investigated. Subsequently, duel
incidents from the era of the emperors of the Angeloi dynasty (1185-1204). At
this point the research turned for the first time in the study of western
sources, which were related to military events concerning Byzantium. Some
of the sources used were the chronicle of Robert of Clari, the french
continuation of the Chronicle of William of Tyre, the Itinerarium Peregrinorum
et Gesta Regis Ricardi and Ambrosius’ Estoire de Gurerre Sainte.

Afterwards followed a presentation of duel incidents taken from the
sources of the period of the empire in exile (1204-1261), where the findings
paradoxically proved to be far more than originally expected. Information
was provided by Byzantine writers such as Georgios Akropolites, Nikephoros
Gregoras, Theodoros Skoutariotes, Efraim Ainios, Georgios of Pelagonia,
while Niketas Choniatis remained an important source throughout this
period as well. The research was concluded with information about duels
provided by sources from the last period of the Byzantine Empire (1261-1453).
This information came from the last conflicts and battles in which the
Byzantine army appeared as a prominent opponent in the battlefield and



covered the period spanning from the middle of the 13th to the last quarter of
the 14th century. Since then, the Byzantine army ceased to appear in narrative
sources in capable numbers in pitched battles. The result was that no more
opportunities for single combat appeared thereafter.

The second part of the thesis covered different categories of dueling as they
appeared in the sources. These categories include all kinds of single combat
that do not fit in the battlefield. Initially, the duel was considered as a sports
event and as a display of skills event, both in the Komnenian era and the
period that followed, until the Empire was dismantled by the Ottomans. The
significance of this type of duel followed a course opposite than that of the
Empire. As the Empire weakened in strength and authority, the cases of
sporting duels that were occurring in the sources increased. References to
events and sporting duels that took place on the outskirts of the Byzantine
world, in areas such as the Frankish realm of Cyprus, Venetian Crete and the
Frankish Principality of the Peloponnese, were also included.

An analysis of the extremely rare, but proven, cases of judicial duel in the
Byzantine empire and their correlation with the numerous cases that survived
from Western European states during the same period followed. The purpose
of the research was to identify possible or not links of Byzantine law with
legal codes of the German kingdoms of north-western Europe during the
early medieval times. Also, relevant information that could be found about
such duels in the neighboring states of Byzantium, such as Serbia of Stephen
Dushan, was also cited.

After that, single combat events taken from Byzantine or other texts
written in Greek without the participation of Byzantine warriors were
analyzed. Such were the testimonies of Anna Komnene, the anonymous
author of the Chronicle of the Tokkoi and Laonikos Chalkokondylis.

In the last chapter, the views of Byzantine theologians and church people
concerning single combat were mentioned. Of particular interest is its
metaphoric use in theological texts in order to represent the struggle of the
virtuous Christian with the devil. The weapons and other means used in
single combat, were also noted and described.

Finally, in a separate chapter, a special case of a duel, which was extremely
difficult to categorize, taken from the work of a post-Byzantine writer,
Theodoros Spandounis, was presented.

This study ended with a summary containing the conclusions of the
individual chapters. Of particular importance was the categorization of the
different types of duel and the interpretation of the reasons why single
combat had a different attributes and evolution in Byzantium than in western
Europe and the Middle East.



