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Katda tovg Polavtivodg xpovoog evtomifovtatr moAa napadetypata
OLVOPOOI®OV  PEO® TOV  OHolV  aSiwpAtovyol,  AaLTOKPATOPES KAl
avToKpdtelpeg BEANOAvV va oKOT®OOLYV 1) VA AIIOPAKPOVOLV AIIO TNV ITOALTIKI)
Cwr] tovg avturalovg tovg. [Tapott tov ¢Bfdopo adva 1 ALTOKPATOPIK)
dadox1) eAaPe Sovaotikd xapaktpd, dev emMKPATOe NPEPLA OTO E0MTEPIKO
Tov Kpatovg, kabwg exdnAwbnkav moAvdpidpa xwnpata. Me Pdaon T
vopobeoia xat TV Koplapxn HOATIKI] 10e0A0oyld O ADTOKPATOPAS Eixe TO
dikaiopa va Tpwprjoel 000vg dametlovoav TV eovoia Tov, Ve av
KOPepvodoe g TOPAVVOG priopovoe va avatparel. Ovolaotikd, 1 tekevtaia
AvTIANP1] VOPLPOIO000e OX1 HOVO TO OIKAI®HPA T®V HOALI®V VA AvTiiOpoLyV
amevavtt oty aovvetry  dwoiknorn, aMd KAt 0Tl OQETEPLOTIKEG
dpaotnplotteg.

Avdapeoa ota avatpenTiKd KIVIpATtd oL Hpaypatonou)dnkav ot
PolavTtivr) avtokpartopia, koptapyn Oéon etyav ot otdoeig/ eSeyépoets. Emiong,
Ol O@ETEPLOTEG OLYVA EMEAEYAV Tl OLVOHOOIEG Yld VA DAOIOU|0OLV T
avatpentikd oxeowd toug. Ot ovveEpOTEG NTav oLVHOWG pa OPAdA AVETEPDV
adlopatovX®V, Ol OIOI0l OPYAVOVOVIAV KAl OpOobOaV KAT® damd dAmoALT
POOTIKOTITA HPOKEWEVOD VA EMTOXOLV TOV OKOIO Tovg. Etvat mpogaveg oty
OLVOPOOLA YVOTAV YV®OTI) OTODG KATOIKOLG THG ADTOKPAToplag elte petd tnv
KATAOTOAD) 11§ lte petd 1) Oetikr| éxPaot) g Ot alAayég ot v moAttikr| {wr),
votepa amo TV ekdnAwon 11 Vv efovdetépworn ovvepooiag vmrpdav
onpavtikés. Ta pedn g ovvepooiag, otav katopbovav va armopakpovoov
TOV nyepova amo v egovoia, ppovtiav va aveBacoov otov Opovo exeivov
riov ot 1d1ot etyav emhedet. Ot avtokpdTopeg, HOAG AVAKAALIITAV THV DIIAPSY)
OLVOPOOLAg, emtyelpovoav vda e§oLOETEPMOOOLY  TOVG AVTUIAAOLS TOVG,
TIHOP®VTAG TOG dnpootd.

Ta otolela mov vrdapyoovv otig mnyeg delyvoov OTL Ol OLVEHOOLEG
katetyav Sexwprotr) O6éon otnv nmoAttikr) {wr) Tov Bulavtiov. Avt n amoyn
emPefatwveral Kopiog ard To yeyovog OTtL dev eSommpetodoav HOVOo Tig
PAEWeLS TOV EKAOTOTE OPETEPLOT®V, AANA KAl TA OXEOLA TOV ADTOKPATOP®V.
ESicov onpavtiko 1tav 0Tt 0t CLVEHOOLEG OPYAVAOVOVTAV EDKONOTEPA KAl Oev
diyalav tov Aao. Ot napamnave Aoyot, avap@ifola, napaxivinoav oe xabe
ertoxr) Toog Bofavtivoog va emAe§ovy 1) OOYKEKPTHEVT] HOALTIKI| TAKTIKY] yid
Va avtidpacovy, va eCUIINPETIICOLY TA COPPEPOVTA TOVG KAl VA DAOIIOU|COLV
11§ \0d0Sieg TOLG.



Maria Rota: “Conspiracies in Byzantium: causes and

consequences (AD 610-867)"

During the byzantine period, it was not uncommon for officials,
emperors or empresses to orchestrate conspiracies against their political
opponents, their goal usually being to kill them or, at least, strip them of their
power and political influence. In the 7th century, the dynastic succession of the
imperial throne became the norm. However, calmness did not prevail within
the state, as numerous revolts and civil wars occurred. The law, as well as the
dominant political ideology, gave the emperor every right to punish those
who threatened his power. At the same time, he could be overthrown, if he
acted as a tyrant. In essence, the subjects had the legitimate right to oppose
not only an unworthy ruler, but any usurpation attempts as well.

Among the subversive movements that took place in the Byzantine
Empire, riots and revolts are dominant. But often the usurpers chose to form
conspiracies in order to carry out their subversive plans. The conspirators
were usually a group of high-ranking officials, who were organized and acted
in secret in order to achieve their goal. Obviously, a conspiracy remained
unknown to the people of the empire until either its suppression or its
success. In either case, the result was a major change in the existing political
landscape. The conspirators, after successfully removing the ruler from
power, would claim the throne for the candidate of their choice. Otherwise,
when an emperor discovered that a conspiracy against him existed, he would
attempt to eliminate his opponents by publicly punishing them.

The primary sources of the period provide plenty of evidence of the
major role conspiracies played in the political life of the Byzantine Empire.
This view is further supported by the fact that it was a method used not only
by the usurpers, but also by the emperors themselves. Besides, conspiracies
were easier to organize, and did not divide the people. There is no doubt that
the reasons stated above encouraged the Byzantines to choose this particular
type of political act in order to react to oppression, to serve their interests and
to fulfill their ambitions.



