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Baol\kn Zxapaxn: «Ot o@paytdolfot amo to 1epo tng Aptepng
ot Bpavpwva. XopPolry ommv  mpaktiky — avabdeorng
oppaydoribwv otov eA\adik0 Ywpo Katd Toovg Apyaikovg
Xpovoog»

H napobvoa pelétn mapovowdlet ta &idn tov oppaytdoribmv xat
okapapaimv, moov agepwdnkav oto epod g Bpavpaviag Aptepng amo ta
TeAn] Tov 80V €g Ta TEAN Tov 6oL at. MmX., EVe® E&va HIKPO OLVOAO
oppaydolibwv g Yotepng emoxrg Tov XaAkov, amoteAodoav aQlepOPata
ToL TEA0LG NG ['empeTpikng 1) TG ApXAiKIG ETOXTG.

Kartapynv napovowaletat 1 idpovor kat Aettovpyla ToV epyaot)piov
oppaytdoyAo@iag tov eAAadikod y®pov, ON®G Eemiong ot Katnyopieg tov
elonypévav  oppaytdoAibmv g 1dag mepltodov, eve emPePaimwveratr n
Aettovpyld TOIMKOL €PYAOTNPLOD KAADIITOVTAG VA KEVO OTNV £PELVA Yld 1)
0¢on g Attiki)g oto XdpT TV gpyaotnpiov oppaydoylvgiag tov 7ov at
. X. Zta téA1) oL 8ov KAt Tig apyég Tov 70v dt. .X. eloayovtdal otov eANadiko
xopo oxkapapatot kat okapapPaioetdeig amno v AvatoAr), ot oroiot IIpog to
IIapoOv Oev €YOLV APEOT EMPPOI] OTA EANNVIKA ePYAOTI)Pd, Ta onoia apyifovv
va opyavovoviat v i0ta oxedov mepiodo. Avtiotoya, ot Bpavpwova
aravtovy okapaPaiot kat oxkapaPatoedeilg g opdadag tov Avpwdov,
YOAAWVOL (POLVIKIKOL, ClYyDIITIAKOL KAt atyLrItid{ovteg aro @payeviiavy] ala
Kat pla pappapwn ogpayida pe otédexog. ‘Ocov agopd ota eAAnvika
EPYAOTIPLA, EKTOG AIIO TO ATTIKO, OTO PO TG APTERNG EKIIPOOM®IOLVIAL TO
APYELTIKO €PYAOTIPLO, TO VIIOIWTIKO (pe mbavo kévipo mapaywmyng ) Mrjho)
KAl TO €PYAoTPo eAe@aviootévev oppayldoidtdov g  Avatolikig
EN\adag. Me eaipeon 10 vIOI®TIKO €pYAOTHPlo, TA DIIOAOUIA OTAPATOOV T1)
Aettovpyia tovg ota téAn tov 7°° at. m.X. Katd to a’ pioo too 600 at. m.X. 1o
Kevo otr) {rjtron KaAvmtoov ot okapapaiot kat S1okOpoppeg xavOpeg arod 1o
epyaotmpto g Nadkpdtng &ved TO VNOW®TIKO dIOdEKVOETAl ®S TO
paxkpoPlotepo  petald TV eAMNVIK®V  epyaotnpiov  ovveyifovtag T
Aettovpyia tov €wg ta téAn tov 6°° at. n.X. H nepiodog avtr) Ha propovoe va
Xapaktnplotel Kat o¢ petaPatiky) kabwg oLVLIIAPYOLV Ol MAPAOOOLAKESG
TeXVIKEG 0 palakovg ABovg e Ta vea MePLOTPEPOPEVA O TOPVO epyaleia Kat
Ta yaAaflakd okAnpda opuktd. Xt Bpavpova avtd dwagaivetat pe Tov mo
XAPAKTINPLOTIKO TPOMOo, Kabwg ot vioimwTtikol oppaytdoAifot mov amodidovrat
otov omnovdaio EvPoca yapdxtn Zovpin amotehodv oplopéva amod Ta
@PALOTEPA £pya g apydaikrg oppaydoyrogiag. ITapaAnia, ano ta peoa
TOL awwVA Kat &§1)g Ta nvia oty Dapaywyr] avaAlapPavoov ta epyaotn)pla
oL OPAOTNPLOIOOLVTAL OTOV X®WPO ToL AvatoAikov Atyatov xat v Kompo,
emPePawwvoviag T OLPPOAN] TG VIIOOL OV €KPAONON TOV TEXVIK®OV
eneepyaotag oppaylOoAibov amo oxAnpovg Atbovg. Amo ta KLOPLAKA
epyaotpla Sexmpifoov ekeiva tov AvatoAifovtog kat tov Enpod Pobpov,
ekelvo mov akolovbel T @OwiKikr) mapddoorn aA\d KAl To epydotriplo



KATAOKELT)G ayatpeviOkav o@payldoAbov. AvATOMKO-1OVIKIG KATAY®YIG
etvat ot oppaydoAfot pe ormoodeg (w@V, TOL CLYKATAAEYOVTAL OTd ¢pyd TOD
Aeyopevoo Kowvod Pobpood al\d xat évag eSaipetikog oxapapatoedng pe
Aovtapt oo neptAapPavetat oty nepipnpn Opada tov Aptototeiy.

Onmg mpokvIITEl, EKTOG Ao T1) OLPPOAT) TOLG OTNV eGENET TG APXATKIG
oppaydoylvgiag, ot oppayldoAtfor amd To 1epd TG Bpavpwvag agevog
OKLaYPAPOLY TO HAEYPA TOV ERIIOPIKOV OPOH®DV KAt aviaAaywv oto Atyaio
Vv nepiodo avtr), eveo TApdAnAa avadelkvbdOLV OTOLXEld Yld TO 1OTOPLKO-
MOATIKO ITAAIO10 TOL TEAOLG TG ['empeTpiknig kat Apyaikr|g emox1S.

210 m\aiolo g épevvag dlepevvavTat emtong 1 Kataywyn g Aptepng
ano 1 napddoorn g Meydlng Bea tng Pvong kat g Avanapaymyrg Tov
IIPOTOTOPIK®OV YPOV®V, Td WOlaiTepd XAPAKTINPIOTIKA TNG KAl Ol AATPEDTIKES
MIPAKTIKEG PE TIG OIOoleg emtyelpeital va ovoyetiotel 1o IO peAétn DAKO
IIPOOPEPOVTAG OTOLXeEld Apeod OLVLPAOHEVA e TIg oLvOnKeg 10pvONG Kt
eGeMENg ToL 1epo? g Bpavpwvag katd ) dwdpxela tov [potpev lotopwkov
Kat Apyaikov xpovav. I6iwg péoa amd v mpaktikn tng avdbeong tov
oppaytOoAibov avadvovtat diaitepeg mTLXEG TG Aatpetag tng Aptepng, 1)
evdeyopevn oyxéon g pe dAeg OeotnTeg aAAd Kat otolyela Tng 1OTOPLKIG
napdadoorng g Abnvag. Tavtoxpova, péoa armo T CLYKPITIKY] PeNETN) PE tepd
yovaikelov OeoTrt@v Tov e0POTEPOL EAAADOIKOD X®POL, OOV 1) IPAKTIKY] T1g
avabeong oppayldolibmv ocopmeptAapPavetal otig Aatpevtikég ovvideteg
aMa xat T Olepedvnon TV OOV TOV DAK®OV KATAdokevng (opeia
KPVLOTAANOG, KEXPLHIIAPL, OOTPE0, DANOG) KAl T®V OLPPOAOP®V TOLG pe PAo)
KOPIWG TNV HETAYEVEOTEPY] YPAPPATELd, aviyvevovtdtr ot 1910tTeg TV
oPPaylOoAldmVv Kat ot KOweg avTAyelg yla TV KadEpwor Tovg g
avadnpatev, kdmooteg amd Tig omoieg Statnprdnkav €mwg Kat T oLyXPOVI)
veoe A\ VK1) mapadoorn.

Av xat 1 SlayPOVIKI] ONPAoia TV oQPayidmV ¢ HECOL aAVAYVOPLONG
MG KOPWOINTAg 1)  yvnowomtag Ttov  ogpaylfopevoo ayabov eivai
adtap@opntt), 1 OPAKTKY TG avabeong Tov ogpayldoAibmv oty
Bpavpwva al\a xat ota vnodoura tepd tov Apxaikev xpovav Oa mpénet va
oxeTlOTav pe TG KODPOTPOPLKEG 1010TNTEG TNG Adtpevopevng Oeotntag
AapPavovtag vmoywn Ot ta eAnvVika epyaotipta tov 7ov  at. ImX.
eCLINPETOLOAV KATA KOPO AOYyo Tig avaykeg MHpoPefAnpevev tepav,
APLEPOHUEVAOV Ot YLVAlKeleg OeOTNTEG e KODPOTPOPLKEG 1O10THTEG, OIDG TOV
Hpatov too Apyovg, too Hpatov tng I[epaympag, tg Opbiag oty Znaptn, g
ABnvag Awdiag xat g Aptepng Bpavpwviag. Katoyotl tov oppaytdoAibwmv
Oempovvtav kopimg ot yovaikeg Kat ta Iatdid ®¢ TO M0 EDANDTO KOPPATL TG
Koweviag, yU aoto xat ot oppayldoiifor eppnvedoviatr ®g @Qopelg
MPOPLAAKTIKIG Ovvapng. Yo 1o mpiopd tng avlperoloyikig Ipootyylong,
IIPOKOIITEL OTL IIEPA AIIO TA TOIIKA XAPAKTPLOTIKA TOL AVTIIKELPEVOL (OXTIdL,
EIKOVOYPAPIKO Bepa, DAIKO KATAOKEDI|G), EKELVO TTIOL €le ONEAciA TEAKA 1)TaV
0 oupPoAopOg g Beikr)g eOVOLAG KAl IPOOTAOLAg, IOV JLACPAAL(e OXL HOVO
TO ATOPO AAAA eVPVTEPA TOV OLKO KAl KAT EMEKTAOL) THV ITOAT.



Vasiliki Skaraki: «Seals from the sanctuary of Artemis at
Vravron. Contribution to the practice of seals’ dedication in
Greece during the Archaic period»

The present study presents the types of seals and scarabs that were
dedicated to the sanctuary of Artemis at Vravron from the late 8th till the end
of the 6th cent. BC, while a few seals of Late Bronze Age were offered at the
end of the Geometric or Archaic period.

The research presents overall the establishment and operation of the
greek seal workshops, as well as the categories of the imported seals of the
same period. At the same time the operation of a local workshop is confirmed
covering a gap in the research for the position of Attica on the map of the seal
workshops during the 7th c. B.C.

In the late 8th and early 7th cent. B.C. eastern scarabs and scaraboids
are being imported into Greece. They still have no direct influence on the
greek workshops, that are being organized during the same period.
Correspondingly, scarabs and scaraboids of the Lyre Player group,
phoenicians seals of glass, egyptian and egyptianizing scarabs of faience as
well as a marble stamp with a knot topped handle have been found at
Vravron. Besides the attic, as far as the other greek workshops are concerned,
seals dedicated to Artemis Vravronia come from Argos, Cyclades and the
workshop of ivory seals of Eastern Greece. With the exception of the island
workshop, the rest of them end their operation in the late 7th cent. B.C.
During the first half of the 6th c. B.C. the gap in demand is covered by the
scarabs and beads from the workshop of Naukratis. The island workshop is
proving to be the longest among the greek workshops continuing its
production until the end of the 6th cent. B.C. This period could also be
described as a “transitional” considering that traditional techniques on soft
stones coexist with new rotating tools and quartz hard minerals. At Vravron
this is most obvious through some island gems that have been attributed to
the great engraver named Syries and undoubtedly considered as some of the
most beautiful works of archaic seal engraving. At the same time, from the
middle of the 6th century on, the reins on production take over the
workshops that are active in the Eastern Aegean and Cyprus, confirming the
contribution of Cyprus to learning of the seal engraving techniques on hard
stones. From the Cypriot workshops stand out those of Orientalizing and Dry
Style, the one that follows the phoenician tradition and the workshop of
Achaemenid stamps. Of eastern-ionian origin are the seals depicting mainly
animal studies, which are among the works of the so-called Common Style,
but also an extraordinary scaraboid with lion included in the famous
Aristotle's Group.

Aside from their contribution to the evolution of the archaic seal
engraving, the seals from the Vravron sanctuary on the one hand outline the
trade routes and exchanges in the Aegean during this period, while at the



same time highlight the historical-political context at the end of Geometric
and during the Archaic period.

The origin of goddess Artemis is also investigated through the
tradition of the Great Goddess of Nature and Reproduction of Prehistoric
times. The special qualities of goddess as well as the dedication practices by
which the material under study is being associated, provide important
elements directly related to the founding and evolutionary conditions of the
Vravron sanctuary during the Early Historical and Archaic years. In
particular, aspects of the cult of Artemis, its possible relationship with other
deities and elements of the historical tradition of Athens emerge through the
practice of seal dedication. At the same time, the research is focused on the
special qualities seal stones had assimilated and the prevailing common
perceptions as far as their establishment as votive expressions is concerned.
This was achieved on the one hand through the comparative study with other
greek sanctuaries of female deities, where seal dedication is also included in
devotional practices, as well as through the study concerning the qualities of
the manufacturing raw materials (rock crystal, amber, shell, glass) and their
symbolism based mainly on the literature of later times. It is interesting that
some of these perceptions were preserved up to the contemporary Greek
tradition.

Although the importance of the seals as a means of recognizing the
property or authenticity of the sealed goods is indisputable, the practice of
seal dedication at Vravron and other female sanctuaries should be related to
the worshiping kourotrophos deity (nurturer child), considering that seal
workshops of the 7th c. B.C. mainly served the needs of prominent
sanctuaries dedicated to female divinities with nursing qualities such as
Heraion of Argos, Heraion of Perachora, Orthia in Sparta, Athena Lindia and
Artemis at Vravron. Owners of seals were mainly women and children. They
were considered as the most vulnerable part of society, that's why seals are
mainly interpreted as force of prophylactic power. In the light of an
anthropological approach, apart from the typical features of the object (form,
motifs, manufacturing material), the symbolism of the divine favor and
protection that ensured not only the life of the individual but more generally
the subsistence of the house (oikos) and by extension the city (polis) was the
ultimate meaning of seal dedication practice.



